
 
  

CY Farms News 

CY Farms 
Mission 

The mission of CY Farms is to 

provide superior agricultural 

products and service to our 

customers to meet their 

changing needs. We will 

operate an employee driven 

business where friendly hard 

working people gather every 

day. We will seek to provide 

our employees with a work 

place that will enhance their 

quality of life, reward 

responsibility and provide 

career and educational growth. 

 

About us… 
 5,500 acres farmed in 3 

counties 

 3,600 cows 

 300 acres of turf 

  Crops include: 

o Corn 

o Alfalfa 

o Soybeans 

o Wheat 

o Malting barley 

o Cabbage 

o Onions 

o Peas 

o Spinach 

 In each issue of this newsletter, we 

hope to share with you some of the day-to-

day activities that take place on the farm, as 

well as provide you with some insight on the 

industries we contribute to.  If at any time 

you have questions or concerns, please 

don’t hesitate to contact us.  Or better yet, 

feel free to stop at the farm for a tour – we 

just ask that you give us a little heads up so 

we can be sure to give you the time you 

need and deserve.   

 

Thank you for reading and for your 

support of our family business!  We look 

forward to continuing the dialogue with you 

and any other consumers that are interested 

in learning more about our farm.  If you know 

of others in the area that would like to 

receive this newsletter, please let us know 

and we’ll add them to our mailing list.  If we 

have sent this to the wrong address, or if you 

know of others that would like to receive 

this, please forward those addresses to 

craig@cyfarms.com.  Thanks again! 
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Hi Neighbors! 

 We may have not officially met, or you 

may know us quite well, but we thought it 

would be important to start a newsletter to 

let you know a little more about us and our 

businesses, CY Farms, CY Heifer Farm, 

and Batavia Turf. 

 We’ve come to realize that even though 

there may be hundreds of cars that drive 

past our farm and fields every day, not 

everyone knows or understands what we do 

or why we do it.  We also recognize that now 

more than ever, consumers are interested in 

knowing where their food comes from and 

how it is grown or made, presenting us a 

great opportunity to fill that void and let you 

know what takes place on our farm.   

 Farmers make up less than one percent 

of the population in the U.S., which means 

very few people are actually connected to a 

farm.  We feel blessed to operate a farm and 

to have the opportunity to carry out our 

family’s heritage every day.  Therefore, we 

want you to understand our operation better 

so you too can be confident in the practices 

we follow and be proud of the quality 

products we produce.    

  



 
  

Did you know? 

Carl Yunker began renting the 

original farm in 1951.  In 1963, he was 

finally able to purchase the original 

200 acres. Carl’s oldest son Craig 

returned from college in 1976 and a 

partnership was formed and named 

CY Farms.  CY Farms operated as a 

dairy farm until 1986 when Carl and 

Craig transitioned into row crops and 

vegetables.   In 1986 a third partner 

was added.  PJ Riner, a former 

employee, was an important part of 

the management team for 20 years 

until his retirement in 2006.  In 2010 

Craig’s son Christian became a 

partner after working for Farm Credit 

in New Jersey for 6 years. Craig and 

CY Farms was started in 1951  

as a 30-cow dairy.   

What’s a CAFO? 
 

Many of you may have heard the 

term – CAFO – which stands for 

“Concentrated Animal Feeding 

Operation.”  Sounds intimidating, 

right?  CAFO is a federal program 

that requires farms with a certain 

number of animals to abide by a 

strict set of rules and regulations. 

For dairy cows, the number is 

300; and since we have 3600 

cows, that makes us a CAFO.  

 

Why does this program exist?  

We know that what goes in, must 

come out, and in the case of our 

cows, that means they eat – and 

they poop!  The government 

wants to regulate the latter and 

have a plan for the nutrients in 

manure in order to better protect 

the environment.  

 

In New York, the Department of 

Environmental Conservation 

oversees CAFOs, and in doing so 

they require farmers to track and 

document where, how much and 

how often they spread manure.  

We must contain and account for 

all manure that is produced on our 

farm, or else we will be fined.  

 

 We are inspected to ensure 

compliance with CAFO 

regulations and to make sure we 

are not polluting the land or water. 

This past year, CY Farms was 

inspected by both the NY DEC 

and the US Environmental 

Protection Agency, and passed 

with flying colors. 

Christian are currently managing 

partners and operate the business 

with a staff of around 30 

employees.  Today the farm 

operates 5,500 acres of field crops 

and vegetables.  Corn, wheat, 

soybeans and alfalfa are rotated 

with cabbage, onions, malting 

barley and green peas. 

CY Heifer Farm, a sister company 

of CY Farms, was formed in 2004 

with the purchase of a 4,000 head 

dairy replacement facility from the 

former Agway Cooperative.  Agway 

originally built the facility in 1998 on 

CY real estate with a forage and 

nutrient management contract. 

 

This operation provides custom dairy 

heifer raising services for 10 area 

dairy farms.  The facility is managed 

by Jeanne and AJ Wormuth with a 

staff of 12 employees. 

These two operating entities, along 

with Batavia Turf (described on the 

right) are owned by the 4 partners.  

Craig and Christian are the Managing 

Partners.  CY Properties, LLC owns 

the real estate with identical 

ownership structure as the others. 

The farm continues to grow and 

change every year, experimenting 

with new practices and new crops. 

Heifer Farm Employees 

A Brief History of  

CY Farms 



 
  

Turf Notes 

Agronomy Corner 
 

MANURE 
 

CY Farms houses a lot of cows, 

and a lot of cows means a lot of 

manure. While many think of 

manure as “stinky poop”, we think 

of it as an important asset. 

Manure is an excellent 

fertilizer that contains nitrogen, 

phosphorus and potassium, as 

well as other nutrients that are 

needed for our crops to grow. 

 

Benefits of manure: 

1. Increases soil organic matter, 

which increases overall soil tilth 

and health 

2. Helps retain water and nutrients 

3. Nutrient contents of manure are 

comparable to a commercial 

fertilizer, so we are able to 

reduce our rates of purchased 

fertilizers 

4. Provides “food” for beneficial 

organisms, like worms 

 

We apply our manure using plans 

created by a Certified Nutrient 

Management Planner and follow 

all guidelines required by NY and 

the federal government to ensure 

it is applied in an environmentally 

friendly way. 

 

Keep these benefits in mind the 

next time you see and smell 

manure being applied to our fields! 

 

If you have questions regarding 
our manure spreading operations, 

we encourage you to call. 
 

Batavia Turf LLC, like its sister 

company CY Farms, continues 

diversification as a turf grass grower 

and supplier of baseball/softball infield 

products. 

Batavia Turf was purchased from 

Anthony Peca in 1998. Mr. Peca 

started Batavia Turf along the 

Thruway…witness the iconic sign…in 

the early 1960’s. Sod is still grown in 

that location as well in Elba. 

Our turf grass is grown on mineral 

and muck soils, marketed and sold 

throughout Western/ Central New 

York, Ohio and Pennsylvania. We 

grow both 100% Kentucky Blue Grass 

and a Tall Fescue Blend.  

We accommodate all sized jobs, 

from homeowners who need to patch 

a side yard, to schools building new 

athletic fields, to golf courses and 

country clubs undergoing major 

renovations and commercial jobs 

requiring large amounts of beautiful 

sod. We have done projects that 

included 10 square feet to 10 acres.  

Baseball and softball fields are 

where you will find our Dura-Edge 

infield mix, mound clay and 

conditioners used by little leagues, 

schools, colleges and professional 

teams. Go to a Buffalo Bison, 

Rochester Redwing or Syracuse 

Chief AAA minor league game and 

you will see Dura-Edge. 

If you are a baseball fan and 

regularly watch major league games, 

there’s a fair chance you will see one 

of the 20 major league teams playing 

on a Dura-Edge infield. More and 

more amateur teams are switching to 

Dura-Edge to “get their games in.” 

Our website lets you get a good 

look at the Batavia Turf side of the 

farm. Take a look around, find out 

more about our services, and contact 

us to get started!! 

www.bataviaturf.com 

 

 Contact Information 

B u f f a l o  B i s o n ’ s  C o c a - C o l a  F i e l d  

Managing partners: 

Craig Yunker (craig@cyfarms.com) 

Christian Yunker (christian@cyfarms.com) 

Partners: 

Carl Yunker 

PJ Riner 

 

CY Farms:       (585) 548-2552 

Mike Riner (farmermr@cyfarms.com) 

Jenny Sanderson (jenny@cyfarms.com) 

 

Feel free to call anytime, or stop by the 

office with comments/questions. 

CY Heifer Farm: 

AJ Wormouth (aj@bigredbear.biz) 

Jeanne Wormouth (jeanne@cyfarms.com) 

 

Batavia Turf:      (800) 333-1472 

Katie Houseknecht- Salesperson 

1. Finger Lakes, Rochester, Syracuse areas 

Chuck Hoover- Salesperson 

2. Western NY, Western Southern Tier, 

Western PA areas 

Jose Castaneda- Turf Production Manager 

 

 

http://www.bataviaturf.com/


 

6465 Transit Rd. 

Elba, NY 14058 

585.548.2552 ph   

585.548.2259 fax 

www.cyfarms.com 

CY Farms would like to thank all of our friends, neighbors and customers 
for your past, current and future support. CY Farms strives to be a good 

neighbor by keeping you informed, but more importantly we strive to be a 
positive asset within the community. 

 
We plan to continue writing newsletters to keep you informed, while 

providing you an opportunity to learn more about our operations. 
 

If you would like to learn more about our operation or have an interest in 
working with us as a customer, partner or other type of relationship, 

please contact us. We would be glad to accommodate your needs, goals 
and expectations. 

 
Thanks, 
 

The Managing Partners and Employees of CY Farms 
 
   CY Farms · CY Heifer Farm · Batavia Turf 

585-548-2552 

Prefer email? 
 

Let us know if you’d like to be 

included in a list to receive 

this newsletter in .pdf for by 

email instead. 

 

Send your email address to: 

Craig@cyfarms.com 
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