
delayed installation until fall to avoid the 
stressful conditions of irrigating newly installed 
sod. Once again, the synergies between our 
farm families (Batavia Turf, CY Farms & CY 
Heifer Farm) allowed for shared irrigation and 
other resources that kept our harvested sod 
healthy, lush and green. In spite of the drought 
related challenges Batavia Turf was able to 
complete a successful sales season. 
 

This was a year of growth and exciting events 
at Batavia Sports Park. The newly built 
concession stand offered participants and 
guests a selection of quality food and 
beverage services, a picnic area and indoor 
rest room facilities. A new chain link fence was 
installed separating the playing fields from the 
drainage ditch and will be home to signs from 
many sponsors. Home to Batavia Soccer 
Club’s 650 youth participants, many new 
tournaments utilized the Sports Park including 
soccer, lacrosse, rugby, flag football, ultimate 
frisbee, kick ball and benefit events.This winter 
we are installing a new roadway, increasing 
safety and decreasing congestion. We are 
already booking large tournaments for 2017! 
 

In June, the CY Heifer Farm hired a new Farm 
Manager, Ryan Robichaud. Originally from 
Massachusetts, Ryan attended SUNY 
Morrisville for Dairy Production. He has 
worked in dairy nutrition and also partnered in 
a large dairy in VT. Ryan, along with 
Operations Manager Ryleigh Rowcliffe, are 
participating in the Academy for Dairy 
Executives leadership program this winter. 
This program is designed to provide young 
dairy professions with the opportunity to grow 
their leadership and management skills. 
 

This winter we will be working hard fixing 
equipment, marketing our crops and preparing 
for 2017. We will also be praying for lots of 
snow to help replenish the water table in the 
soil! In the meantime, we hope you have a safe 
and happy New Year! 

 

In our spring issue, we discussed the lack of 
rain impacting the beginning of our season and 
spring crops. Well, as you all know, that did not 
change for the majority of the growing season. 
Western New York faced a historical drought 
this year that impacted our farm greatly. We 
talked more about irrigation this summer than 
any summer we can remember, and had to 
make critical decisions about which crops 
were the most important to water. Corn took 
the biggest yield hit of any of our crops, and 
thankfully we got some late-August and 
September rain that helped the onions, 
cabbage and soybean crops finish well. We 
had a fall planting of spinach that yielded over 
12 ton/acre; the highest ever grown in WNY! 
 

As usual, we had several tours throughout the 
year including a group of high school 
administrators and career counselors from 
around the county, as well as several school 
tours. These tours provide a hands-on 
opportunity for groups to learn about cropping 
systems, turf and the dairy industry. While 
these students and teachers live and work in 
Genesee County, it is always amazing to see 
how many have never stepped foot on a farm. 
We are proud to be able to provide them with 
that opportunity, and are always open to new 
groups for tours. 
 

2016 was also a challenging year for sod 
production at Batavia Turf. A shortened spring 
growing season as well as extreme drought 
conditions in our area created enormous 
stress on sod growth. Best management 
practices were altered to provide appropriate 
irrigation, fertilization and pest control for the 
conditions. Persistent stressful conditions will 
expose even the slightest weaknesses in sod 
production. Our sod manager, Jose 
Castaneda, worked diligently to keep stressful 
conditions at a minimum, allowing for the 
harvest of quality Kentucky Blue Grass and 
Tall Fescue sod throughout the dry summer. 
Many jobs that use substantial quantities of 
Batavia Turf (athletic fields, golf courses) 
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CY Farms Mission 
 

The mission of CY Farms is to 

provide superior agricultural 

products and service to our 

customers to meet their changing 

needs. We will operate an 

employee driven business where 

friendly hard working people gather 

every day. We will seek to provide 

our employees with a work place 

that will enhance their quality of life, 

reward responsibility and provide 

career and educational growth. 
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CY Employee wins 
NYFB Award 

 
This December, CY Farms crop 
production manager, Emmaline Long, 
was awarded the Excellence in 
Agriculture award through the New 
York Farm Bureau. This recognizes a 
successful young individual who does 
not derive the majority of  their income 
from normal production risk. The 
award is given based on involvement 
in agriculture, leadership ability and 
participation in Farm Bureau and 
other organizations. Recognizing 
successful young farmers not only 
pays tribute to the individual, it also 
draws attention to agriculture. It 
emphasizes the need for highly 
efficient young farmer leaders to 
provide safe and quality food for all 
people. 
 
This award was given based on an 
application process, followed by a 
presentation to a panel of judges. 
Applicants had to compete by 
showing their strengths and 
knowledge. After sharing her 
background and community 
involvement, the application also 
covers discussing three topics that will 
be significant to agriculture in the next 
five years, along with her career and 
personal goals. 
 
Emmaline is not only active in the 
Genesee County Farm Bureau as co-
chair of the Young Farmer and 
Rancher program, but she also serves 
as chairman of the New York State 4-
H Foundation, is a member of 
Genesee Community College’s 
precision agriculture advisory 
committee and the vice president of 
the National Lincoln Sheep Breeder’s 
Association. 
 
When not working at CY Farms, she 
is working with her flock of 30 Lincoln 
Longwool sheep, a hobby that is 
helping to preserve an at-risk heritage 
breed. She is raising the sheep for 
breeding stock and their wool. 
 
Emmaline will be representing New 
York Farm Bureau at the American 
Farm Bureau Federation’s Annual 
Meeting in Phoenix this January. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Emmaline Long with Dean Norton, 

outgoing New York Farm Bureau president. 

 

In the spring, we covered the 
beginning of a pea crop’s life here at 
CY Farms; the planning and the 
planting. Now it’s time to cover how we 
took care of that crop and how it was 
harvested. 
 
As we mentioned in the last issue, 
peas are one of the very first crops to 
be planted in the spring here at CY 
Farms. We begin planting in April. This 
means they are also one of the very 
first crops to be harvested. Pea harvest 
at our farm takes place from June 
throughout July.  
 
After the peas are planted, they take 
between a week and 10 days to 
emerge, depending on how warm the 
weather is. The plant then begins to 
grow a new leaf node every five days 
or so. Each field is scouted around 
emergence to check for appropriate 
seeding rate and depth. As the leaves 
begin to develop, the fields are scouted 
again to determine when the plants 
reach at least three leaf nodes. 
 
At this time, the plants are large 
enough to spray with an herbicide to 
prevent weed growth. Weed control is 
 
Farm Fresh First helps us decide when 

Life of a Crop: Peas (Part 2) 
very important in pea crops because of 
the way they are harvested. Fields with 
too many weeds could be bypassed by 
the harvesters and not picked, 
resulting in losses for our farm. 
 
The peas begin to put on more leaves, 
and eventually a flower that will 
become a pod. The pod fills with peas, 
which are the seed of the plant. The 
more peas per pod, the better the yield. 
 
As the peas reach maturity, Farm 
Fresh First, the cooperative 
responsible for determining time of 
harvest, comes to check the fields to 
see how tender the peas are.  Because 
the peas will be processed, they need 
to be the appropriate tenderness at 
harvest. After a sample of plants is 
taken from each field, the peas are run 
through a tenderometer to directly 
measure the maturity and quality of the 
product. Harvest date can be predicted 
based on the tenderometer readings, 
so as the peas reach the appropriate 
value, they are scheduled for harvest. 
 
There are two farms in WNY that 
harvest all the peas grown. The last 
several years there have been around 

10,000 acres of peas in western NY. 
These two outfits run nearly 24/7 for six 
weeks in June and July, working 
around the clock to get the peas 
harvested in a timely manner. 
 
Both custom harvesting groups use 
Oxbo brand machines, which are 
made in Byron, NY, right around the 
corner from our farm. They move 
incredibly slow through the field, 
picking the plants and threshing the 
pod, leaving only the peas themselves 
in the hopper and everything else 
returns back to the field. 
 
After a semi-load is full, it goes 
immediately to the Bonduelle plant in 
Bergen, NY where the load is weighed, 
tested, and flash frozen as quickly as 
possible. The peas then wait in a mass 
cooler in bulk storage until they are 
packaged and sold in stores. 
 
We are proud to be a part of this 
process, which is truly western NY 
centered. From the time our peas are 
planted to the time they reach the 
plant, they never travel more than 20 
miles, including where the harvesters 
were made. Talk about local food! 

H a r v e s t i n g  p e a s  i n  J u n e  

Pavilion 8 th Graders Visit CY 



 
  Did you know? 

Our farm believes in  
scientific research to validate 
and improve our practices 

At CY Farms, we strive to become 
better every year, whether it be 
through increased yields, lowering our 
environmental impact, or 
incorporating new varieties. Often 
how we make decisions on new 
practices is through seeing the results 
of research trials. Each year we 
participate in several on-farm 
research trials through different 
groups at Cornell. 
 

Dr. Brian Nault, a professor in the 
Entomology department, and his lab 
technician, Dan, collected thrip from 
an onion field in Elba (pictured 
above). Thrip is the most difficult to 
control insect in our onion crop. They 
can cause significant decreases in 
yield. These tiny insects are becoming 
resistant to many of the insecticides 
that have been traditionally used. 
Brian and his team spent the summer 
collecting thrip throughout the muck 
region to determine the level of 
resistance to one specific insecticide 
that farms rely on. They put the thrip 
in containers in the lab, exposed them 
to different levels of insecticide, and 
rated the level of resulting control. We 
look forward to seeing the results this 
winter. 

  
 
 
      

 (Above) Malting barley is a crop that 
is growing in popularity throughout 
NY. While it used to be a popular crop, 
it moved to other regions of the US 
and Canada many decades ago. This 
means that there are currently no 
varieties specific to NY’s growing 
conditions. Dr. Mark Sorrells and his 
research support specialist, David 
Benscher, conduct variety trials 
around the state each year to test 
different malting barley varieties for 
yield, quality, and many other 
parameters. These trials are integral 
in helping farmers decide which 
varieties to grow, and what to expect 
from different varieties on the market. 
This photo is of a mini combine 
harvesting variety plots on one of our 
fields in Batavia. 

(Above) Grubs can be a big problem 
in turf fields, but a small organism 
called nematodes can provide 
biological control without the use of 
insecticides. This summer, we 
participated in a trial looking at 
whether nematodes can be 
transferred in the sod when it is 
harvested and laid at a project site. 
Nematodes were introduced into the 
soil, soil cores were taken, and grubs 
were inserted into the hole to measure 
effectiveness of the nematode’s 
control. Sod was then harvested and 
taken to the lab to measure how 
nematodes survive the travel. 

B r i a n  N a u l t ,  E n t o m o l o g y ,  c o l l e c t i n g  t h r i p  

Research at CY Farms 

Agronomy Corner 
 

SOIL SAMPING 
 
Soil is an incredibly valuable 
resource. It is sometimes difficult to 
manage because of the variability 
among fields. Soil testing is an 
important management practice on 
all farms, whether growing 
vegetables for fresh market or 
pasture for livestock.  It’s nearly 
impossible to determine what a soil 
needs to be productive without a soil 
analysis. There are many types of 
soil analyses available depending on 
what information you are seeking.  
The most commonly requested 
analysis is for nutrient content, 
though you may wish to know what 
(pH, phosphorus, micronutrients) 
organisms are working in your soil, if 
there are pesticide residues or 
determine the particle size analysis. 
 
When paired with data from crop 
research trials and historical yields, 
the agronomic soil test results can be 
used to determine crop specific 
nutrient needs for profitable and 
environmentally sound applications 
of fertilizer, manure and lime. 
 
Soil is sampled from each field on our 
farm one time every three years. This 
helps us to stay up-to-date with any 
changes that may be occurring, as 
well as feed our crop appropriately. 
 
Soil testing is an valuable tool to any 
business that deals with soil or plant 
health. A proper soil test will help to 
determine the application of fertilizer 
needed to meet the crops’ 
requirements while also taking 
advantage of the nutrients already 
present in the soil, thus being a very 
cost effective tool for managing a 
fertilizer program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A soil probe, used for taking 8” soil 
samples. 

 
Fun Fact: 

Did you know that New York has a 
state soil, just like a state bird and 
animal? The state soil is called 
“Honeoye”. This is a very deep, well-
drained soil that is very fertile and 
great for growing crops. We have a 
lot of this soil on our farm. 

Recipe Corner: Aunt Mary’s Cabbage Soup 
Last fall’s recipe was a hit, so here’s another recipe using ingredients that  

CY Farms grows. We don’t actually know who Aunt Mary is, but her soup is a winter favorite! 
Remember to buy local! 

 

Ingredients: 
1 lb. smoked kielbasa, sliced 
1 cup onion, chopped 
1 garlic clove, chopped 
3 medium carrots, sliced 
8 cups of cabbage, coarsely chopped 
1 medium green pepper, chopped 
4 medium potatoes, peeled and cubed into 1” pieces 
1/3 cup flour 
2 tsp. paprika 
1 ½ cup diced tomatoes w/ liquid 
1 tsp. salt, ½ tsp. pepper 
 

In a large stockpot, cook onion in oil until soft. Add the sliced kielbasa and cook for 5 min. Add carrots, cabbage, pepper, 
salt, pepper, and 6 cups of water. Cook for 5 minutes uncovered, then 10 minutes covered. Add the potatoes and cook 
for 15 min. To make the roux, melt the butter, then stir in the flour and paprika. Remove from heat and ladle 1 cup liquid 
from soup and whisk in. Whisk in the tomatoes and stir into soup. 

 
 



 

Prefer email? 
 

Let us know if you’d like to be 

included in a list to receive 

this newsletter in .pdf for by 

email instead. 

 

Send your email address to: 

Emma@cyfarms.com 
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