
The entire class came to tour our farm in April. 
This program is a great way to introduce high 

school seniors to the opportunities that exist in 
agriculture in our region. 
 
As we did this time last year, we want to 
remind you to please use caution when seeing 
tractors on the road. We farm land from 
Churchville to Albion, and ask that you have 
patience with us on the road and to please use 
caution.  We try hard to not travel during busy 
commutes, and to allow cars to pass when we 
feel it’s safe. Often times, our tractors are 
slowing down to turn into a field or are towing 
wide equipment that can block views, making 
unnecessary passing particularly dangerous.   
 
Lastly, June is National Dairy Month. While we 
don’t produce milk ourselves, we are actively 
involved in the dairy instrustry through CY 
Heifer Farm. Join us in celebrating our 
industry, our heritage and our passion by 
enjoying your favorite dairy products.  Whether 
it’s a container of Greek-style yogurt, a slice of 
extra sharp Cheddar cheese, a double-dipped 
ice cream cone or a tall glass of milk – every 
purchase helps support our business. You can 
be sure you are supporting New York dairy 
farms like ours by looking for the printed code 
that typically appears near the top or on the lid 
of your dairy product container.  New York is 
number 36!  The code will represent the state 
and plant in which the product was made.  The 
first two numbers are the state; the following 
numbers signify the processing plant in which 
the product was made.  New York is number 
36!  Check it out! 
 
And one last thing, be on the lookout for a 
wave and smile when you see our field crew 
on the road this season!  They’re working hard 
to get good, quality crops grown and 
harvested.  Happy and safe travels for all this 
season!  
 

 

“Rain, rain go away, come again some other 
day”…As farmers we are normally singing that 
song throughout the spring, in hopes that it will 
allow us to get our crops planted in a timely 
manner, then come again in a different month 
when we are done with most of our field work 
and the crops are actively growing. Rain this 
time of year makes mud and can make it 
impossible to get our spring tillage and 
planting done. This year, we are singing a 
different tune- we are begging for rain! Mother 
Nature has thrown us for a loop this spring. We 
were able to begin planting corn starting on 
April 20th, record early for us. We were able to 
continue planting throughout May with very 
little disruption, but now all our crops are 
hurting for water. We have already been 
irrigating the turf and onions, and many other 
farms in our area have already begun irrigating 
as well, an abnormality in our area for May and 
June! While the dry weather is slowing growth 
of our small crops, it did allow us get other 
tasks done like spreading manure and 
chopping first cutting alfalfa at the end of May.  
 

For farmers who live in the Northeast, we have 
one chance to grow the crops we planned on.  
Our five-month growing season requires 
careful planning, long hours, and a bit of luck 
for good weather. This year we are planting the 
same main crops as the past several years; 
corn, soybeans, wheat, alfalfa, peas, snap 
beans, onions, and cabbage. We are 
continuing to experiment with malting barley 
and spinach and are even trying collard greens 
this fall. 
 
This spring we had an intern from the BOCES 
Agri-Business Academy who shadowed 
Emmaline Long, one of our crop production 
managers. For two weeks, she had the 
opportunity to scout fields, learn growth stages 
of corn and pea plants, identify insects and 
weeds and even learned how to operate 
equipment like the drill and the sprayer. 
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CY Farms Mission 
 

The mission of CY Farms is to 

provide superior agricultural 

products and service to our 

customers to meet their changing 

needs. We will operate an 

employee driven business where 

friendly hard working people gather 

every day. We will seek to provide 

our employees with a work place 

that will enhance their quality of life, 

reward responsibility and provide 

career and educational growth. 
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Life of a Crop: Peas (Part 1) 

 

Pea Planting in April  

Batavia Turf  
 

DuraEdge 
Engineered Soils 

 
Bataiva Turf is the exclusive NY 
distributor of DuraEdge engineered 
soil products for athletic fields. 
DuraEdge products provide soil 
solutions for every level of play- from 
community parks and little leagues, to 
high schools and universities, to 
professional stadiums. Batavia Turf 
helps with new athletic field 
construction, renovation and annual 
maintenance.  
 
DuraEdge is a highly engineered soil 
mix meant for infields. When properly 
graded, it sheds moisture to allow 
playing in wet conditions and better 
durability of the field. The product is 
sold in bulk or bags, and can be 
picked up at our farm or direct shipped 
to your location from the 
manufacturer. 
 
We also sell DuraPitch mound clay 
which is moisture balanced and ready 
for play right out of the bag. This mix 
is perfect for baseball mounds, 
softball pitching areas and home 
plate, as well as batter’s boxes. This 
clay also comes in a brick form. 
 
Batavia Turf provides DuraEdge 
products to the Batavia Muckdogs and 
AAA Buffalo Bisons, Rochester Red 
Wings, Syracuse Chiefs, and have 
even helped install new athletic fields 
at universities throughout the state. 
Additionally, nearly every high school 
in Genesee County has used 
DuraEdge products. The DuraEdge 
professional products are used in over 
20 major league fields including the 
NY Yankees. 
 
Batavia Turf also sells value-added 
field conditioners that assist moisture 
absorption and prevent clay products 
from getting firm and dried out. 
Additionally, we are able to assist with 
the engineering and design process of 
improving existing fields or building 
new fields. This involves site selection 
through use of lasers to determine 
field levelness, as well as guidance 
selecting the best products for your 
project. 

Peas are one of the very first crops to 
be planted in the spring here at CY 
Farms. We being planting in April and 
harvest takes place throughout July.  
 
Planning for peas begins over the 
winter in December and January. We 
select the fields we want to plant very 
soon in our crop rotation planning. We 
choose fields that are large, flat and 
well drained with good fertility. 
Because peas are planted early 
compared to other crops, we select 
fields that dry out first in the spring. 
 
Our peas are all pre-contracted, 
meaning we have a committed buyer 
before they are even planted. 
Contacting happens with Farm Fresh 
First, LLC, a company that helps 
manage the vegetable supply chain in 
WNY. They help ensure that the crop 
we are planting makes it into the 
processing plants. They work with 
Bonduelle in Bergen, which is where 
our peas will be processed. We 
contract based on the amount of 
acreage we plan to plant. This year we 
planted just over 300 acres of peas. 
 

Farm Fresh First helps us decide when 

to plant, as well as which variety to 
plant. They coordinate both the 
planting and harvest around WNY, so 
our planting date will be very similar to 
other farms in the area around us, 
which makes harvesting easier. The 
varieties they choose are based on 
research and are geared toward the 
processing industry, so are harder and 
often larger than varieties you would 
grow in your garden. 
 
Once we are getting close to our 
planting date, we begin to prepare the 
fields. We try to plow the fields in the 
fall, so in the spring they need to be 
cultivated to break up soil clumps. 
Rock picking is the next step, as our 
tillage equipment is always turning up 
new rocks in our WNY soils. We apply 
dry fertilizer to our fields through a 
custom applicator, and then the field is 
cultivated one more time to smooth the 
soil before planting.  
 
Peas are planted using a drill, the 
same piece of equipment we use to 
plant soybeans and wheat. We 
calibrate the drill to make sure the 
population is correct. Most varieties 
aim for 175-250 pounds of seed per  

acre. The seed can come in 50 lb. bags 
or 2,500 lb sacks. We much prefer the 
large sacks, as it takes 90- 50 lb. bags 
to fill the drill all the way up!  
 
Peas are drilled in 7” rows and the 
seeds are placed around 1.5” deep into 
the ground. Throughout the planting 
process, the operator continually 
checks to make sure the depth and 
population are accurate. 
 
Immediately after planting, we roll the 
fields to ensure good seed-to-soil 
contact and help with quick and even 
emergence across the field. Our rollers 
are similar to what you roll your lawn 
with- only much larger! 
 
Our first field was planted on April 20th 
and we finished planting on May 24th. 
This year we have great stands! As of 
the first week in June the plants are 
beginning to blossom, which means 
just over three weeks until harvest. 
 
The final step is to watch patiently for 
them to grow. Stay turned this fall for 
Part 2 to learn about how we care for 
peas throughout the growing season, 
and how they are harvested. 
 

Filling the drill with seed                                                                       Planting peas 



 
  

BOCES Agri-Business Academy Visits CY 

 

Introducing: Dr. Keith Carlson 
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Agronomy Corner 
 

FARMING WITH 
PRECISION 

 
Technology is everywhere, and our 
farm is no exception. Precision 
agriculture uses technology to 
compile data for farmers so they can 
operate more efficiently, and thus 
better manage production costs, 
increase yields, and increase profits. 
Precision agriculture is a 
management practice that uses site-
specific information to accurately 
control and manage inputs. Precision 
agriculture uses global positioning 
systems (GPS) to precisely 
georeference field boundaries and 
data within fields related to latitude 
and longitude.  
 
Here are some ways we use 
precision agriculture on our farm: 
 
Autosteer: GPS guidance allows the 
tractor operator to set the equipment 
on a course through the field. Except 
for turning at the end of each row, it 
allows hands-free operation for 
spraying, tillage, planting and 
harvest. This ensures we are 
covering every inch of the field, and 
also allows the operator to pay closer 
attention to the job at hand. 
 
Planting: Autosteer is very important 
in planting. Additionally, planters are 
now equipped with technology that 
allows the operator to constantly 
monitor population, how many seeds 
are dropping at once (singulation), 
how deep the seed is being planted 
(down force), and the rate of fertilizer 
being applied through the planter. All 
this information is mapped and able 
to be viewed real-time to help identify 
when there are problems. 
 
Grain harvest: For all of our grains 
that are harvested with a combine 
(wheat, soybeans, corn), we are able 
to keep track of yield and grain 
moisture throughout harvest. This 
information is also mapped and 
viewed real-time to help make 
decisions about harvest timing, as 
well as help us make future decisions 
regarding variety selection, crop 
rotations and fertility. 
 
In the future we hope to begin using 
more variable rate fertilizer 
applications, which will allow us to 
change the rate of fertilizer across 
the field based on given parameters 
like soil type, soil fertility and 
historical yields. We also hope to 
investigate the use of drones for 
monitoring crops. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example of a corn grain yield map 

illustrating variability throughout the field. 

At CY Heifer Farms, we have the 
great help of a veterinarian who helps 
keep the heifers on our farm healthy. 
Dr. Keith Carlson of Attica Veterinary 
Associates makes weekly visits and 
spends on average 3 hours going 
through our barns every Thursday  
and examining our animals. 
 
The first thing Dr. Carlson does upon 
arriving is review the week with our 
operations manager. They discuss 
whether there were any issues that 
we need guidance on, and Dr. 
Carlson also lets us know what he is 
seeing on other farms. 
 
Next, it is time to begin examining the 
animals. Dr. Carlson always starts 
with the youngest animals, as they 
have the weakest immune systems 
and you do not want to spread 
diseases from older animals to the 
babies. This group of calves ranges 
from several weeks old up to 13 
weeks old. He examines any foot 
issues, respiratory or digestive issues, 
or any other problems we are 
observing. Of all the groups of 
animals, the calves are where we see 
the largest incidence of illness. 

  
 
 
      

Next, Dr. Carlson moves to the 
breeding barn where he meets with 
our breeder, Rod Heale. Rod works 
with us to breed the heifers at the 
appropriate time. Sometimes heifers 
may have issues getting pregnant or 
we may have more broad issues, so 
this gives Rod the opportunity to 
discuss whether he may be doing 
something wrong or if the issues are 
environmental. 
 
Finally the pregnancy checks are 
conducted. This is where Dr. Carlson 
spends the majority of his time during 
his weekly visits. All heifers are 
ultrasounded 35 days after being 
bred. This is done to confirm a 
pregnancy and to determine the 
health of the cow and calf. If the heifer 
is confirmed pregnant, she is given a 
magnet to prevent hardware disease 
and a vaccine to prevent 
leptospirosis, which is a bacterial 
disease that causes high rates of 
abortions in cattle. If the heifer is not 
confirmed as being pregnant, she will 
be marked to recheck in 1 week. If she 
remains open, her overall health will 
be assessed and rebred if she is 
determined to be healthy. 
 

Additionally during pregnancy checks, 
body scoring is conducted. This 
evaluates whether a pregnant cow is 
too skinny or too fat, both of which can 
be detrimental to her health. If a 
problem is noticed many pregnant 
animals, Dr. Carlson will suggest 
reviewing our feeding program with 
our nutritionist, Corwin Holtz. 
 
The final group of animals checked 
are those in the hospital pen. These 
are sick animals that have been 
separated from the rest of the group. 
Sometimes there are issues with 
lameness, infections and things like 
casting and minor surgeries need to 
be done. 
 
Before Dr. Carlson leaves for the day, 
we discuss the overall observations of 
the day. He makes recommendations 
for the coming week, helps us 
evaluate vaccine and feeding 
programs, and sometimes helps 
interpret lab results. 
 
We really appreciate the insight Dr. 
Carlson gives us weekly on our farm’s 
operations. His guidance helps our 
animals maintain excellent health. 

Several years ago, Genesee Valley Educational Partnership and GCC formed a one-year 
partnership program that is geared toward highly-motivated high school seniors interested in 
investigating careers in the agri-business field. The students participate in classes for college 
credit at GCC and explore multidisciplinary professions through meetings with guest speakers, 
job shadows and fields trips to agricultural business throughout the region. 

 The class of ten students visited 
CY Farms in April and had the 
opportunity to see many aspects 
of our farm including Batavia 
Turf, the Batavia Sports Park 
and CY Heifer Farm. They also 
heard from several of our farm 
managers about where they 
went to college and how they got 
to be in their current position on 
the farm. 

 

The class visiting with farm managers at CY Heifer Farm 



 

Prefer email? 
 

Let us know if you’d like to be 

included in a list to receive 

this newsletter in .pdf for by 

email instead. 

 

Send your email address to: 

Emma@cyfarms.com 
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